GREENV LL Tourism Committee

ILLINOIS . .
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, August 24, 2017
5:15p.m.
Call to Order
The meeting of the Tourism Committee was called to order by Chairman Sharon Grimes at 5:15 p.m.
Roll Call

Present: Chairman Sharon Grimes, Members Kathy Brewer, David Kessinger, Amrish Patel, Bill Walker,
Laura Wall

Also Present: Jody Weiss, Recording Secretary, Sue Ann Nelson, City Clerk, David Willey, City Manager, John
Gillard, Councilman, Jeff Leidel, WGEL, Joe Alstat, Bill Johnson

Review of Previous Minutes

The minutes of the May 26, 2017 Tourism meeting were reviewed. Moved by Brewer, seconded by Kessinger,
to approve the minutes. All voted in favor of approving the minutes.

NEW BUSINESS

e A funding request from the |-70 Baseball Coaches Clinic was presented by Joe Alstat. The event has
grown and the group is asking for $4,000, instead of $3,000 that is budgeted. Mr. Alstat explained that
this is an event that brings in people from out the area and out of the state. 10-12 states were
represented in 2017. They have made it into a 2 day event, and that has brought more business to the
local hotels. In addition to the coaches attending, there is also a growing number of vendors that come
in for this. Amrish Patel stated that this is a welcome event, as it brings his hotel to almost full in the
slowest time of the year for his business. Kathy Brewer was concerned that the $4,000 isnt budgeted,
only $3,000 and with the budget being tight this year, maybe it should be budgeted for the next year.
Dave Willey agreed. The budgeted amounts for events are typically $750 for a one day event, $1500 for
2 day event, with a maximum of $3,000. David Kessinger felt that if we do this, others will be asking for
more too. Willey stated this should be looked at on a case by case format and look at what the return
on investment is for the City/Tourism. Wall made a motion to approve the $3,000 request for the I-70
Coaches Clinic with consideration of the council to give an additional $1,000, and Patel seconded. All
voted in favor of the motion.

e A funding request from the BoCo RunCo Vine to Wine in the amount of $750 was presented. The
budgeted amount for this is $500. No one was in attendance from the event, as they had planned on it
at the June and July meetings, but no quorum was available. Brewer made a motion that the BoCo
RunCo be granted $500, and Wall seconded. All voted in favor of the motion.

e A funding request from Paws in the Park by the Bond County Humane Society in the amount of $750
was presented. Councilman John Gillard represented the group. This is a budgeted event, and Walker
made a motion to approved the funding request in the amount of $750 for the Paws in the Park, and
Patel seconded. All voted in favor of the motion.

e A funding request from the American Farm Heritage Railroad Heritage Days in the amount of $3,000 was
presented. David Kessinger represented the group. John Deere was the featured tractor this year, and

the event was a huge success. The mild weather helped. Something new this year was a Women's Day
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