
 

Tourism Committee 

     Meeting Minutes 

     Thursday, April 27, 2017 

                 5:15 p.m. 
 
Call to Order 
 

The meeting of the Tourism Committee was called to order by Chairman Sharon Grimes at 5:17 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 

Present:  Chairman Sharon Grimes, Members Kathy Brewer, Om Jogi, David Kessinger, Amrish Patel, Bill Walker, 
 

Also Present:   Jody Weiss, Recording Secretary, Sue Ann Nelson, City Clerk, David Willey, City Manager, Jeff Leidel, WGEL, 
Councilman Mike Heath, Mayor Alan Gaffner, Annette Hill, Randy Alderman 

 

Review of Previous Minutes 
 

The minutes of the March 23, 2017 Tourism meeting were reviewed.  Moved by Kessinger, seconded by Brewer, to approve the 
minutes.  All voted in favor of approving the minutes. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 

 A funding request from the local Antique dealers to erect a blue sign from IDOT that says "Antique Shopping District"  was 
presented.  There are 7 antique businesses in Greenville that would like to go together and go "half" with the city to have the 
sign made to direct traffic into Greenville.  The yearly cost is 650-850 per year.  The businesses are not asking for individual 
names, but just the shopping district designation.  Bill Walker made a motion to pay up to $425 or 1/2 of the signage for one 
year, and then the request will need to be submitted yearly.  Amrish Patel seconded, and all voted in favor of the motion. 

 A funding request from the American Heritage Railroad was presented asking for $750 to help pay for advertising.  Illinois 
South is running a Facebook campaign and there will be other print advertising.  In an effort to bring overnight stays, there 
will be an appreciation dinner on Friday night for the vendors and railroad workers.  Kathy Brewer made a motion to approve 
$750 for advertising of the Train Show, and Om Jogi seconded.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 DISCUSSION ONLY - Randy Alderman from the Chamber of Commerce presented an idea for the Come Home for Christmas 
Event.  The Chamber wants to have a lighted Christmas Parade, a screening of "A CHRISTMAS STORY", and an autograph 
session with four cast members of the movie.  Estimated cost is $2,100 each per actor, plus hotel and airfare.  The movie 
would be screened at either the Globe Theatre or Greenville High School Auditorium.  The committee was concerned with 
the money in the budget, considering the already approved funding of the car show celebrities, County  Bicentennial and 
fireworks.  Alderman needs to have a decision by the end of May to guarantee the special guests.  Mayor Gaffner was 
present to support the request.  He stated this was considered a year ago, but the chamber thought it was best to wait.  It 
was decided to have a special Tourism Meeting on Thursday, May 4 at 5:15 p.m. to discuss further and make a 
recommendation to the City Council. 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 

The next meeting will be a Special Meeting and will be held  Thursday, May 4 at 5:15 pm.  
 

Kessinger made a motion to adjourn, and Walker seconded, and all voted in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 

            
       Jody Weiss 
       Recording Secretary 

 


