
 

Tourism Committee 

     Meeting Minutes 

     Thursday, March 23, 2017 

                 5:15 p.m. 
 
Call to Order 
 

The meeting of the Tourism Committee was called to order by Chairman Sharon Grimes at 5:21 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 

Present:  Chairman Sharon Grimes, Members Kathy Brewer, David Kessinger, Bill Walker, Laura Wall 
 

Also Present:   Jody Weiss, Recording Secretary, Sue Ann Nelson, City Clerk, David Willey, City Manager, Jeff Leidel, WGEL, Jane 
Hopkins, Eric Watterson 

 

Review of Previous Minutes 
 

The minutes of the September 22, 2016 Tourism meeting were reviewed.  Moved by Walker, seconded by Wall, to approve the 
minutes.  All voted in favor of approving the minutes. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 

 A funding request from the Bond County Historical Society Quilt Show was presented by Jane Hopkins.   Since the event 
already took place, she told the committee that approximately 328 were in attendance, with a bus group coming in from 
Macoupin County.  They did more advertising this year, and used Facebook marketing as well.  Brewer made a motion to 
approve the $750 request for funding, and Walker seconded.  All voted in favor of the request to be granted and send on to 
the City Council.   

 A funding request from the Bond County Habitat for Humanity for advertising the Kelly Circus was presented by Eric 
Watterson.  They are expecting 1,000 people to come to the two shows on April 16.  They are advertising on the radio, 
newspaper and Facebook.  Kessinger made a motion to approve the $750 request and Brewer seconded.  All voted in favor of 
the request to granted and be sent on to the City Council.   

 The Tourism Budget was discussed with Sue Ann Nelson, City Clerk and David Willey, City Manager.  The budget was handed 
to the tourism members and discussed regarding two scenarios.  Scenario one is to fund all the requests, including the car 
show celebrities, Bond County Bicentennial, Fireworks, Christmas celebrities and a $10,000 request from the Demoulin 
Museum.  This option would put the budget in a $68,000 deficit.  Scenario two is to fund the car show celebrities, 
Bicentennial, Fireworks but not the Demoulin Museum request and Christmas celebrity request, and that would be more 
realistic.  It was stated that since the Bicentennial is not a recurring event, that the Christmas and Demoulin Museum request 
be revisited in the next year or two.  Kessinger made a motion to approve the budget as presented to not include the 
Christmas celebrity and Demoulin Museum requests for this year, and Wall seconded.  All voted in favor and the budget will 
be send to the City Council for their approval. 

 The question was asked if a member is not able to make the meeting, can they call in to ensure a quorum.  City Clerk Nelson 
advised that there must be a physical quorum in order for a meeting to be conducted. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

The next scheduled meeting is Thursday, April 27 at 5:15 pm. 
 

Kessinger made a motion to adjourn, and Brewer seconded, and all voted in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 

            
       Jody Weiss 
       Recording Secretary 

 


