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	Regular Council Meeting

of the City of Greenville

held in the Council Chambers

on Tuesday, October 12, 2004

	
	
	

	Call to Order:
	
	The regular meeting of the City Council was called to order on Tuesday, October 12, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Alan Gaffner.

	
	
	

	Roll Call:
	
	Present:
Mayor Alan Gaffner, Councilman Gene Daum, Councilman Kenny Hampton, Councilman Bob Helmkamp and Councilwoman Lisa Stephens.

Also Present:
City Manager James Stevens, City Attorney Patrick Schaufelberger, and Deputy City Clerk Melody Schmollinger.

	
	
	

	Pledge of Allegiance:
	
	The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag was recited.

	
	
	


	Consent Agenda:
	
	· Approval of minutes of the September 14, 2004 regular meeting;

· Approval of Accounts Payable totaling $316,446.05;

· Minutes of Zoning Board of Appeals, September 21, 2004; Plan Commission, September 27, 2004; Greenville Lake Committee, October 4, 2004;

· Financial Statements for September, 2004;

· Approval of Administrative Reports of the Police, Public Works, Sewer and Water Departments, and Building Permits.

Moved by Daum, seconded by Helmkamp to approve the consent agenda with the removal of the September 27, 2004 Plan Commission Minutes. 

Ayes:

Daum, Helmkamp, Hampton, Stephens, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	


	Plan Commission
Minutes:

	
	Moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Daum to approve the September 27, 2004 Plan Commission Minutes with an amendment showing that Don Rogier indicated if industrial development was not allowed north of the College Avenue extension then the proposed golf course would be removed from the Comprehensive Plan.

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Daum, Hampton, Stephens, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	


	Cingular Wireless

Antenna Lease:
	
	A proposed lease agreement with Cingular Wireless for antenna space on the Beaumont Avenue water tower was presented by their representative, Mike Doran.

During discussion, Jim Horton of Celerity, whose company already leases antenna space on the tower, expressed concern over the possibility of interference with their equipment.  Council expressed the same concern, and asked about costs that might be involved in making adjustments to equipment if interference would occur.  Mr. Doran stated that Cingular would incur any costs involved for adjustments to equipment of other tenants due to interference. He also advised that Cingular will reimburse the city for any  additional costs for shielding and/or masking equipment associated with painting of the water tower. City Attorney Schaufelberger stated he has reviewed the lease document and recommends its submission to the mayor and city manager, based on Mr. Doran’s representation that all technical issues will be promptly resolved to the satisfaction of all parties involved.

Moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Hampton to accept the recommendation of City Attorney Schaufelberger and enter into a lease agreement with Cingular Wireless to allow the placement of their cellular equipment on the Beaumont Avenue water tower for $1,500 per month for a five year term, based on Cingular’s representation that all issues will be promptly resolved.  (See lease agreement on file for full text.)

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Hampton, Daum, Stephens, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	


	Agreement with Bond

County Landfill for

Treatment of Leachate:
	
	Bond County Landfill has requested the City of Greenville enter into an agreement with them for the treatment and disposal of the landfill’s pumped groundwater, leachate, and gas condensate (all combined called “leachate”).

Tim Curry, Environmental Engineer for Bond County Landfill, explained that the landfill would be generating approximately 4,000 gallons of fluid per day.  He indicated  that amount could increase in the long term future. Bond County Landfill would pay the city $.04 per gallon for treatment and disposal, and would also pay fees imposed by an independent private lab to periodically verify compliance.

After discussion, moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Stephens, to accept the agreement with Bond County Landfill with the following amendments: Amending Item 6 to allow a rate increase at the same percentage rate of sewer rate increases for customers, and a revisiting of the rate at the five year mark for possible fee negotiation; and amending the agreement to state that Bond County Landfill will purchase heavy metal testing equipment for use by the city.  (See agreement on file for full text.)

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Stephens, Daum, Hampton, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	

	Ordinance #2646

Variance Request -
Tanya Hill:
	
	The Zoning Board of Appeals held a public hearing on September 21, 2004 to consider the request of Tanya Hill for a zoning variance at 624 S. White Avenue to allow construction of a 14' x 16' addition which will infringe 12 feet into the required 25 foot front setback.  The Board made a finding of fact that a room addition is necessary to alleviate demonstrable hardship due to the need to create more living space in the home, and recommended the council grant the variance.

Moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Stephens to pass Ordinance No. 2646, an ordinance granting a front yard setback from 25 feet to 13 feet for the property at 624 S. White Avenue. (See ordinance on file for full text.)

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Stephens, Daum, Hampton, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	


	Ordinance #2647

Variance Request -
Greg & Karen Sanders:
	
	The Zoning Board of Appeals held a public hearing on September 21, 2004 to consider the request of Greg and Karen Sanders for a zoning variance at 524 N. Locust Street to allow a height variance for a one-family detached dwelling of 20 feet over the 25 foot limitation (14 feet above existing roofline) for a 6' x 7' roof turret and also for a widow’s walk and platform which will hug the flat-roof portion.  The Board made a finding of fact that the proposed variation adheres to the criteria outlined in Chapter 152.335, Section 7, Items a through e of the City of Greenville Municipal Code, and additionally that the requested variance does provide an important means of egress in case of fire. They recommended the council grant the variance, with the additional stipulation that an internal barrier on the south side of the widow’s walk excludes access to the south four feet of the roof.  The motion carried by a vote of 3-2.

City Attorney Schaufelberger began the discussion by stating that statutory provisions require only a simple majority vote by the council for passage, unless going against the recommendation of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Attending the meeting were Debbie Neer and her attorney, Brock Willeford.  Ms. Neer and Ralph K. DeMent own property at 520 N. Locust Street which immediately adjoins the Sanders’ property, and have filed a Zoning Protest with the city against the proposed variance.  Attorney Willeford stated that Ms. Neer’s objection is with the widow’s walk and not the turret.  He argued the widow’s walk would diminish the value of  Ms. Neer’s property due to the privacy issue, as there would not be any trees or bushes to break the line of site, and that it  posed a danger to public safety as it will be moored to the building, not the ground.  He further stated it is his opinion the findings of fact of the Zoning Board were insufficient in law and that no non-self imposed hardship had been shown.  He asked that the variance be denied and the request be sent back to the Zoning Board of Appeals to allow for the turret only. 

Also attending the meeting were Greg and Karen Sanders.  Mr. Sanders  advised the council that the widow’s walk would be adequately supported, and that there would be no large parties or groups of people on it.  He further indicated in reference to the privacy issue that there is nothing that can be seen from the roof that can’t be seen from down below.   

During further discussion, the question arose as to whether or not the published public notice was legal as it did not include a complete description of the requested variance.  City Attorney Schaufelberger asked that council proceed with other matters to allow him to research the statutes.  It was the consensus of the council to table the matter until later in the meeting.

	
	
	


	Early Payoff of
1968 Bond Issue:
	
	The 1968 Bond Issue paid for the building of the Water Treatment Plant and the lake and was a loan from the Economic Development Agency of the U. S. Department of Commerce.  There were penalties for paying it off prior to 2003.  There are only two times a year when it can be paid off early, November 1 and May 1.  The city has $100,000 in the water bond reserves and $100,000 in the depreciation fund specifically for this bond issue. $84,000 has been budgeted for the bond and interest payment in this year’s budget.  Together with the $200,000, there is enough money for the payoff amount of $270,987.50.  The city will save $24,750 in interest.

Moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Stephens to make early payoff of the 1968 Bond Issue in the amount of $270,987.50.

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Stephens, Daum, Hampton, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	

	Water Plant Upgrades/

Replacements:
	
	Moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Stephens, to approve the purchase of 7 turbidity and ammonia/chlorine analyzers from Gateway Controls at a cost of $13,820, 1 data recorder from Conrad, Inc. at a cost of $5,690, and installation charges by Z & Z Electric at a cost of $2,581 for upgrades and replacements at the water treatment plant.

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Stephens, Daum, Hampton, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	

	Lakeview Meadows
Subdivision Plan:
	
	A preliminary plan for a nine-lot subdivision outside the city limits was presented to the council for approval by Frank C. and Ardeth V. White.  The proposed subdivision is located within a mile and a half of the city limits on Red Ball Trail.  Lester Harnetiaux was present as representative for the Whites.  He stated that sand filter septic tanks would be made mandatory in the subdivision, and that there would need to be two fire hydrants.  He also advised that each lot is over one acre, and that there would only be five driveways onto Red Ball Trail from the subdivision.  City Manager Stevens explained that the city owns some farm ground east of the proposed subdivision and, to prevent it from being landlocked,  would want to request an easement through one of the lots to reach it.  Mr. Harnetiaux responded that at this time Mr. White has indicated he is not in favor of an easement as he feels it would devalue the property.

After further discussion, moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Stephens to send a preliminary subdivision plat of Lakeview Meadows to the Plan Commission for their review.

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Stephens, Daum, Hampton, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	


	Ordinance #2467

Variance Request for

Greg & Karen Sanders:
	
	The discussion of the variance request for Greg and Karen Sanders was continued. City Attorney Schaufelberger stated  he found the  statutes  to show  that the public notice has to contain the location and a brief statement as to what the variance consists of, and in his opinion, the notice was sufficient and procedure was met.

Moved by Stephens, seconded by Hampton to accept  the Zoning Board of Appeals’ recommendation and pass Ordinance #2467, an ordinance granting a height variance for a one-family detached dwelling of 20 feet over the 25 foot limitation for a roof turret and widow’s walk, with the stipulation that an internal barrier on the south side of the widow’s walk excludes access to the south four feet of the roof.  (See ordinance on file for full text.)

Ayes:

Stephens, Hampton, Gaffner

Nays:

Daum, Helmkamp

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

Councilman Helmkamp commented his Nay vote was cast because of the safety issue involving the widow’s walk.

	
	
	

	Resolution 2004-10 Support for Housing Rehab Grant:
	
	Moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Hampton, to adopt Resolution 2004-10, a resolution of support for the application to the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs for a Community Assistance Program grant.  Said grant would provide funding assistance to qualifying low to moderate income home owners to correct sub-standard building conditions.  (See resolution on file for full text.)

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Hampton, Daum, Stephens, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	


	Request for Sign

Variance - William

Sparrow:
	
	A request for a variance from the city’s sign ordinance was received from William Sparrow to allow an existing non-conforming sign located on city property to remain at a business he recently purchased at 815 S. Third St.  The city sign ordinance states that a non-conforming sign can be grandfathered to the current owner, but if the ownership changes or the business closes, the sign must be removed.

Mr. Sparrow stated he was unaware the sign was non-conforming until he had already purchased the property and had contacted the city building inspector about altering the sign.  He commented it would create an undue hardship to remove the sign in that removal and relocation would be cost prohibitive, and relocation to a site on his  property would obscure the sign from customers.  Mr. Sparrow further stated that he has already expended money for replacement lettering for the existing sign.  

During discussion, some council members commented they thought the sign ordinance allowed for the grandfathering of existing signs to new owners.  Councilman Helmkamp asked if there is any way of notifying 

a new business owner of a sign not being in compliance at the time the business sells.  City Manager Stevens indicated there is not.

After further discussion, moved by Daum, seconded by Helmkamp to approve the requested sign variance for William Sparrow, for as long as he owns the business, and that he be responsible for moving the sign if the city needs access to any utilities.

Ayes:

Daum, Helmkamp, Hampton, Stephens, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	

	Illinois Municipal 

League Proposal for

Business Development

Network:
	
	The Illinois Municipal League, through e-LocalLink/CGI, is offering a streaming video applications technology to enhance the city’s website.

There would be no cost to the city for the video, but e-Local Link would ask the city to provide a letter of introduction to businesses located in Greenville.  They then contact the business regarding purchasing one or more banners which would include the business name at the bottom of the banner.  The cost of the banner ad is $445 a year, with a three year contract.  E-LocalLink would install the banners on existing utility poles, and would do all maintenance to the banners and installation structure.  They  would like to proceed with taping video in the next two or three weeks.  Otherwise, the video could not be completed until next spring.

During discussion, some council members commented they were of the impression that the banner ads would be on the video, not displayed throughout town. Councilwoman Stephens stated she felt the proposal should be presented to the various organizations that try to keep the city looking good, for their input.  Councilman Helmkamp indicated he had a problem with the city putting their name on a letter of introduction.  It was the consensus of the council to table the matter for future discussion.

	
	
	


	Foy Meyer Industrial

Park Sign:
	
	City Manager Stevens stated that John Hubbell has submitted a proposal of $4,500 for rebuilding the sign in Foy Meyer Industrial Park.  The frame will be steel covered with aluminum.

Moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Gaffner to accept the proposal of John Hubbell for rebuilding the Foy Meyer Industrial Park sign at a cost of $4,500.

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Gaffner, Daum, Hampton, Stephens

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	

	Recess to

Executive Session:
	
	At 10:54 p.m., moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Stephens to recess to an executive session for personnel, pending litigation, and purchase of real estate.

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Stephens, Daum, Hampton, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

	
	
	

	Reconvene Meeting:
	
	Mayor Gaffner called to reconvene the meeting at 12:05 a.m.  Present were Mayor Gaffner, Councilmen Daum, Hampton, Helmkamp, Councilwoman Stephens, City Attorney Schaufelberger, City Manager Stevens, and Deputy City Clerk Schmollinger.

	
	
	

	Adjournment:
	
	At 12:06 a.m., moved by Helmkamp, seconded by Daum to adjourn the meeting.

Ayes:

Helmkamp, Daum, Hampton, Stephens, Gaffner

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Motion carried.

________________________________

Deputy City Clerk


